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Series Editor-in-Chief: Professor Sir Cary L. Cooper, CBE, 50th Anniversary Professor of Organizational Psychology and 
Health, ALLIANCE Manchester Business School, University of Manchester

This is a critical time for the social sciences. Globally, societies are facing major upheaval and change, including climate 
change, threats to health and wellbeing, new forms of crime, the growth agenda, and political debates about devolution or 
larger political entities like the European Union. The social sciences are fundamental to the analysis of these “big picture” 
issues and to the development of strategies for addressing them.

The SAGE Handbook of the Social Sciences series is the first comprehensive compendium of volumes covering the 
main disciplines within the social sciences. Each volume covers the major subfields or specialties of each discipline. 
Each volume aims also to capture disciplinary reflections on the key interdisciplinary debates and issues which the social 
sciences are grappling with. The aim of this landmark series is to focus on the contributions each discipline makes to 
thinking on the major issues of our time, as well as to showcase the discipline’s impact on professional practice, public 
policy, business, and civil society.

By exploring some of the main themes and topics in each of the core and allied disciplines with submissions from 
an international group of scholars, this series demonstrates the relevance and impact of social science on the major 
contemporary issues of our time.

The SAGE Handbook of Cultural Anthropology is the first instalment of The SAGE Handbook of the Social Sciences series 
and encompasses major specialities as well as key interdisciplinary themes relevant to the field. Globally, societies are 
facing major upheaval and change, and the social sciences are fundamental to the analysis of these issues, as well as the 
development of strategies for addressing them. This handbook provides a rich overview of the discipline and has a future 
focus whilst using international theories and examples throughout. The SAGE Handbook of Cultural Anthropology is an 
essential resource for social scientists globally and contains a rich body of chapters on all major topics relevant to the field, 
whilst also presenting a possible road map for the future of the field.

Part 1: Foundations

Part 2: Focal Areas

Part 3: Urgent Issues

Part 4: Short Essays: Contemporary Critical Dynamics
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jointly in the Department of Anthropology and the Yale School of the Environment. His current 
research draws on the anthropology of water and of cities in post-colonial India.

Vanessa Koh  is a doctoral candidate in Yale University’s Department of Anthropology and 
School of the Environment. Her research interests include the political ecology of the ground 
and the politics of land and territorial sovereignty in Singapore.

Martijn Koster is an Associate Professor at the Department of Anthropology and Development 
Studies, Radboud University, Nijmegen, the Netherlands. He has conducted ethnographic 
research in Brazil and the Netherlands on informality, urban development, political brokerage 
and the state. He has published widely in books and journals. He guest-edited several special 
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issues, such as ‘Betrayal in the city: Urban development across the globe’ in City & Society, 
with Marie Kolling (2019); ‘Moving beyond the formal/informal dichotomy: Implications for 
governance’ in Anthropologica, with Alan Smart (2019); and ‘Assembling development across 
the globe: Ethnographies of brokerage’ in Ethnos, with Yves van Leynseele (2018). He 
received a Starting Grant from the European Research Council (2016–2021) for a research 
project on urban governance and brokerage in Rotterdam (the Netherlands), Manchester (UK), 
Medellín (Colombia) and Recife (Brazil).

J. Stephen Lansing  is an external professor at the Complexity Science Hub Vienna and the 
Santa Fe Institute, and emeritus professor of anthropology at the University of Arizona. From 
2015 to 2019 he was Founding Director of the Complexity Institute and Professor in the Asian 
School of Environment at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore. His research on 
Balinese water temples was the basis for Bali’s UNESCO World Heritage Cultural Landscape 
in 2012. His 1991 book Priests and Programmers: Technologies of Power in the Engineered 
Landscape of Bali was the focus of an exhibition by a team of architects, artists and researchers 
from ETH Zurich at the Sharjah Architecture Triennial in 2019. His most recent book is Islands 
of Order: A Guide to Complexity Modeling for the Social Sciences (Princeton University Press, 
2019).

Frédéric Le Marcis  is a professor of social anthropology at the ENS de Lyon (UMR 
54206  Triangle) and senior researcher at IRD (UMI 233 – TransVIHMI). He questions the 
logics and experiences of Global Health and risk management looking at epidemics and pris-
ons in West Africa. Last publication 2019 ‘Life in a space of Necropolitics. Toward an Economy 
of Value in Prisons.’ Ethnos, 84(1): 74-95.

Miriam Magaña Lopez  is a Research and Policy Analyst at the Institute for the Study 
of Societal Issues and the Othering and Belonging Institute at UC Berkeley. Her work examines 
how economic, political and social structures impact the health of immigrant farm workers and 
civic engagement among young Black, Indigenous, and people of color. Recently, she con-
ducted ethnographic fieldwork among vineyard workers to understand how employment 
regimes influence vineyard workers’ integration in Sonoma Valley. She has published in both 
scholarly journals such as the American Journal of Public Health and popular media such as 
The Guardian and The Press Democrat. Miriam holds a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology from 
Macalester College and a Master of Public Health degree from the University of California, 
Berkeley School of Public Health.

Bertin M. Louis  is an Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology and 
African  American and Africana Studies. He also serves as the Director of Undergraduate 
Studies for the AAAS program. Louis’ research interests are in the African diaspora, 
Africana  studies, religion (Haitian Protestantism), race and racism, human rights, stateless-
ness and antiracist movements. He studies the growth of Protestant forms of Christianity among 
Haitians transnationally, which is featured in his New York University Press book, My Soul is 
in Haiti: Protestantism in the Haitian Diaspora of the Bahamas. Louis is the editor of 
Conditionally Accepted, president-elect of the Association of Black Anthropologists (2019–
2021), a 2013 Southeastern Conference (SEC) Travel Grant Award recipient and a 2012 
American Anthropological Association (AAA) Leadership Fellow.
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Sarah Lyon is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Kentucky. She is the author of 
Coffee and Community: Maya Farmers and Fair Trade Markets and the co-editor of Fair Trade 
and Social Justice: Global Ethnographies and Global Tourism: Cultural Heritage and Economic 
Encounters. In addition to her ongoing research on coffee, fairtrade-organic production, and the 
gendered dimensions of economic development in Latin America, she investigates the fair trade 
movement and ethical markets in the United States. A former editor of Human Organization, 
Sarah teaches courses on Business and Economic Anthropology.

Sarasij Majumder is the director of India Studies and associate professor in the department 
of Modern and Classical Languages at the University of Houston. His book People’s Car: 
Industrial India and Riddles of Populism, published by Fordham University Press. New York, 
looks at the politics of land and industrialization in South Asia. Sarasij’s research interests 
include critical political economy, development, anthropology of work, and rural change. He 
has published in renowned anthropology journals, such as Dialectical Anthropology, Focaal: 
Journal of Historical and Global Anthropology, Critique of Anthropology, Environment, and 
Society. Sarasij has also contributed to the Economic and Political Weekly of India and 
American Anthropologist. Sarasij’s current research project looks at corporate cultures of iden-
tifying, archiving and using tacit knowledge for knowledge management.

Carlos Martinez MPH is a UC President’s Pre-Professoriate Fellow and PhD candidate in the 
Joint UC Berkeley/UCSF Medical Anthropology Doctoral Program. His research focuses on 
migrant and refugee health, post-deportation life, coloniality, captivity, and structural vulner-
ability in the United States and Latin America. His current project examines the intersecting 
and contradictory logics of care and violence ensnaring Mexican deportees and Central 
American refugees in the US/Mexico borderlands, along with the emerging forms of mutual 
aid and social solidarity. His research has been supported by the Ford Foundation and the 
William T. Grant Foundation.

Jake Meyers is a Project Coordinator at the University of Arizona’s Bureau of Applied Research 
in Anthropology and a Program Analyst under the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
organization for Resilience. He received his Master’s of Development Practice from the 
University of Arizona and a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies from Washington & 
Jefferson College. Jake has field and research experience in 15 countries, including Benin as a 
Peace Corps Volunteer and Cambodia as a Fulbright Fellow. He is interested in climate adapta-
tion, disaster risk reduction, food security, wildlife conservation, digital storytelling, and 
applied social science.

Mark Moberg is a Professor of Anthropology at the University of South Alabama. Trained as 
an economic anthropologist, he has conducted research in Central America, the Eastern 
Caribbean, and the United States. His work has centered on the political economy of develop-
ment, work and identity, alternative trade, and the environment. His books include Banana 
Wars: Power, Production, and History in the Americas (Duke University Press, 2003, edited 
with Steve Striffler), Slipping Away: Banana Politics and Fair Trade in the Eastern Caribbean 
(Berghahn, 2010), Fair Trade and Social Justice: Global Ethnographies (New York University 
Press, 2010, edited with Sarah Lyon), and Engaging Anthropological Theory: A Social and 
Political History (Routledge, 2019).
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Kristin V. Monroe is Associate Professor in the Department of Anthropology at the University 
of Kentucky, USA. Her research has focused on experiences of mobility, political violence, and 
citizenship in Beirut, Lebanon in both historical and contemporary eras. She is the author of 
The Insecure City: Space, Mobility, and Power (Rutgers University Press, 2016) and her work 
has appeared in anthropology, urban studies, and area studies-focused journals and volumes 
such as City & Society, History & Anthropology, Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa, 
and The Middle East, Anthropology of Work Review, and CAFE: Culture, Agriculture, Food, 
and Environment. Dr. Monroe’s current research, supported by the Wenner-Gren Foundation 
for Anthropological Research, explores labor and mobilities across the Syrian warscape. She 
investigates these issues in a recent publication, ‘Masculinity, Migration, and Forced 
Conscription in the Syrian War’ (Cultural Anthropology, May 2020).

Michelle Munyikwa is an MD candidate at the University of Pennsylvania, where she earned 
her PhD in anthropology in 2019. Working at the intersection of political and medical anthro-
pology, she has conducted fieldwork across the United States on migration, politics, and 
belonging. Her dissertation, ‘Up from the Dirt: Racializing Refuge, Rupture, and Repair in 
Philadelphia,’ integrated archival research, ethnographic participant observation, and contem-
porary media analysis to examine the challenges that institutions face in resettling refugees in 
Philadelphia. Her work has been published in Academic Medicine, Science, Technology, and 
Human Values, and the Western Journal of Emergency Medicine. She is currently a contributing 
writer for Synapsis: A Health Humanities Journal.

Marama Muru-Lanning’s research is concerned with critical challenges in social anthropol-
ogy where she focuses on the cultural specificity of iwi-Māori, the politics of flax-roots Māori 
and their unique sense of place and belonging in Aotearoa. Marama has developed a passion 
and new methodological approaches for researching and working with kaumātua and kuia. 
What distinguishes Marama internationally as a social scientist is her specialisation in four 
interrelated areas of research: Water; Human-environment relationships; Kaumātua wellbeing; 
and Indigenous knowledge.

Julia L. Offen is a practicing cultural anthropologist, writer, educator, and editor. Her interests 
center within ethnography: the research methodology and the many evocative and expressive 
ways we can effectively communicate the insights we learn via this perspective. She focuses 
on the crafting of story in ethnographic genres. Her creative ethnographic prose has been pub-
lished in both literary and academic journals, and she has two books forthcoming: a creative 
writing manual, and her ethnography of European traveling circuses. Since 2015, she has 
served as the ethnographic fiction and creative nonfiction editor for the journal Anthropology 
and Humanism, where she works closely with authors to help them develop the full potential 
of their ethnographic prose. Active with the Society for Humanistic Anthropology, Offen coor-
dinated the annual Victor Turner Prize in Ethnographic Writing contest for several of the recent 
competition years. She works as a research analyst for Topos Partnership.

Andrew Ofstehage is an economic and environmental anthropologist and postdoctoral associ-
ate in the Department of Global Development at Cornell University. He has conducted ethno-
graphic research with quinoa farmers and traders in the Southern Altiplano of Bolivia and 
transnational soy farmers in the Brazilian Cerrado.
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Oona Paredes is Assistant Professor of Southeast Asian Studies in the Department of Asian 
Languages and Cultures at UCLA.

Erik L. Peterson is associate professor of the history of science & medicine at the University 
of Alabama. He researches the conceptual foundations of genetics, evolutionary theory, and 
anthropology, and is especially interested in the persistence of race science. His first book, The 
Life Organic: the Theoretical Biology Club & the Roots of Epigenetics (University of 
Pittsburgh, 2016), traced the history of the hot new biological subfield of epigenetics back to 
its World War II-era beginnings amongst British left-winged polymaths. His current co-
authored project, Journal of a Pandemic Year (Beacon, forthcoming), charts the triple pandem-
ics of a neglected public health system, structural racism, and SARS-CoV-2 through 2020. And 
he’s working on a future monograph detailing the prehistory of eugenics, The Edge of Cutting: 
Why America Became the First Eugenic Nation & Britain Did Not.

Carla Roncoli, PhD  is Senior Research Scientist in the Departments of Anthropology 
and  Adjunct Faculty in the Department of Environmental Sciences at Emory University, 
in  Atlanta, Georgia (USA). She also serves as Director of Emory’s Master’s in 
Development Practice at Emory University. For over 30 years she has worked with interdisci-
plinary, collaborative, applied research program aimed at promoting climate resilience 
among  rural communities in Africa. Her research interests focus on the encounter of local/
indigenous and techno-scientific knowledge in climate risk management in agriculture. 
She  serves as an Editor of Weather, Climate, and Society – an interdisciplinary journal of 
the  American Meteorological Society – and is a Contributing Author for the 5th and 
6th Technical Assessment Report of the International Panel on Climate Change.

Mikaela Rogozen-Soltar  is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University 
of  Nevada, Reno. She specializes in the anthropology of Europe, migration, Islam, reli-
gious  conversion, gender, and urban spaces. Dr. Rogozen-Soltar’s first book, Spain 
Unmoored:  Migration, Conversion, and the Politics of Islam (2017), is an ethnography of 
Muslim convert and migrant life in southern Spain. Her recent work appears in 
Anthropological Quarterly, Current Anthropology, and History and Anthropology.

Edyta Roszko is a Senior Researcher at the Chr. Michelsen Institute in Bergen, Norway and a 
Fellow of the Young Academy of Europe. Edyta’s research takes a broader anthropological 
perspective on blue commons, maritime disputes, and fisheries and militia in relation to and 
beyond territorially bounded states and security interests. Her newly awarded European 
Research Council (ERC) Starting Grant project Transoceanic Fishers: Multiple Mobilities in 
and out of the South China Sea (TransOcean) at Chr. Michelsen Institute expands her geo-
graphic field beyond Vietnam and China to include other global regions in Oceania and West 
and East Africa. She is the author of Fishers, Monks and Cadres: Navigating State, Religion 
and the South China Sea in Central Vietnam (2020).

Danilyn Rutherford  is the President of the Wenner-Gren Foundation for 
Anthropological  Research. She previously taught at the University of Chicago and the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. Her books include Raiding the Land of the Foreigners 
(Princeton, 2003), Laughing at Leviathan (Chicago, 2012), and Living in the Stone Age 
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(Chicago, 2018). She is currently writing about communication, disability, and the making of 
social worlds in the US.

Juno Salazar Parreñas  is an Assistant Professor of Science and Technology Studies 
and  Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at Cornell University. She is the author 
of Decolonizing Extinction: The Work of Care in Orangutan Rehabilitation (Duke UP, 2018), 
which received the 2019 Michelle Rosaldo Prize from the Association for Feminist Anthropology 
and honorable mentions for the 2019 New Millennium Book Award, 2019 Diana Forsythe 
Prize, and the 2020 Harry Benda Prize. Her articles appear in such journals as American 
Ethnologist, Anthropology and History, Cahiers d’Anthropologie sociale, Catalyst: feminism, 
theory, technoscience, History and Theory, Indonesia, and positions: asia critique. She serves 
on the editorial board of Current Anthropology. She received her PhD in Anthropology at 
Harvard University and has held postdoctoral fellowships in Agrarian Studies at Yale University 
and at the Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis.

Oscar Salemink is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Copenhagen. Between 2001 
and 2011 he worked at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, from 2005 as Professor of Social 
Anthropology, and from 1996 through 2001 he was responsible for Ford Foundation grant 
portfolios in social sciences and arts and culture in Thailand and Vietnam. He received his 
doctoral degree from the University of Amsterdam, based on research on Vietnam’s Central 
Highlands. He is currently working on global projects on heritage and contemporary arts. He 
published two monographs, ten edited volumes and six themed issues of journals. Among his 
forthcoming books are Global Art in Local Art Worlds: De-centering and Re-centering Europe 
in the Global Hierarchy of Value and Management of Religion, Sacralization of Heritage: 
Validating, authenticating and managing religious heritage.

Ellen Schattschneider is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at Brandeis University, where 
she also serves on the affiliated faculty of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. A socio-
cultural anthropologist specializing in psychoanalytic, phenomenological and practice 
approaches to culture, she has strong ethnographic interests in East Asia, especially Japan. Her 
work gives particular attention to ritual performance, gender and embodiment, spirit medium-
ship, sacred landscapes, visuality and the power of images, popular religious experience and 
comparative capitalist cultures. Her book, Immortal Wishes: Labor and Transcendence on a 
Japanese Sacred Mountain (Duke University Press, 2003) explores healing, self-fashioning 
and embodied psychodynamic processes on a sacred landscape associated with a Shinto shrine 
founded by a rural Japanese woman in the 1920s. She is currently completing a book on human 
figurines and memories of war and mass violence in modern Japan.

William Schlesinger  is an MD/PhD candidate in the David Geffen School of Medicine 
and UCLA Department of Anthropology. Before starting school in Los Angeles, William grad-
uated from Yale University with a degree in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies and 
conducted ethnographic research in Berlin supported by the Fulbright Program. His disserta-
tion centers on pre-exposure prophylaxis to HIV (PrEP), a promising yet controversial new 
technology in the biomedical HIV prevention toolkit. Despite PrEP’s demonstrated efficacy in 
significantly reducing the risk of HIV acquisition, uptake remains low overall and distributed 
in patterns that directly contradict epidemiological data regarding greatest need and most sig-
nificant potential benefit. At the intersection of critical medical anthropology and sexuality 
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studies, William’s research questions: what does the failure of PrEP to bring about a meaning-
ful reduction in rates of HIV in the United States reveal about the biomedical production and 
sociopolitical governance of risky sexual subjectivities?

Josephine Smart  is Professor Emerita of Anthropology at the University of Calgary. 
Her  research and teaching interests are economic anthropology, food production and 
zoonotic  diseases, social and economic development in post-1978 China, Chinese interna-
tional  migration, immigrant entrepreneurs, and the international mobility of capital and 
labour. She conducts fieldwork in Hong Kong, South China, and Canada. More recently she 
has also begun to work in Central America. Professor Smart received a Distinguished Teaching 
Award in 2000 and a Distinguished Research Award in 2006 at the University of Calgary. Her 
most recent book is Posthumanism – Anthropological Insights (co-authored with Alan Smart) 
published by University of Toronto Press (2017).

Alan Smart  (Professor Emeritus, Dept of Anthropology and Archaeology, U Calgary) is an 
urban anthropologist who has conducted research in Hong Kong since 1982 and in Guangdong 
since 1987, as well as research in Canada since 2001. Research and teaching interests include 
political economy, housing, urban anthropology, anthropology of law, borders, zoonotic dis-
eases, smart cities and posthumanism. Author of The Shek Kip Myth: Squatters, Fires and 
Colonial Rule in Hong Kong, 1950-1963, Making Room: Squatter Clearance in Hong Kong, 
co-author with Josephine Smart of Posthumanism: Anthropological Perspectives and co-editor 
with Josephine Smart of Petty Capitalists and Globalization. Articles in numerous journals and 
edited volumes.

Dayton Daniel Starnes II  is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Anthropology at 
the  University of Kentucky. His topical interests coalesce around human connections to 
the environment, with particular emphasis on the socio-environmental politics of conservation 
and the experiences of conservationists. His research focuses on examinations of how contem-
porary conservation philosophies and practices come into being in the context of climate 
change and biodiversity declines.

Thomas J. Stodulka is Junior Professor of Social and Cultural Anthropology, with a special 
focus on Psychological Anthropology, at Freie Universität Berlin, Germany. His work focuses 
on affect, emotion, childhood and adolescence, mental health and illness, stigmatization, 
mobilities and connectivities, datafication and ethnographic knowledge construction. He con-
ducted long-term fieldwork with street-related children, young men and women in Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia between 2001 and 2015 (Coming of Age on the Streets of Java, 2017; Feelings at the 
margins, 2014), and he has directed international research projects on the role of affect and 
emotion, fieldwork and ethnography (Affective Dimensions of Fieldwork and Ethnography, 
2019; Emotionen auf Expeditionen – Ein Taschenhandbuch für die ethnographische Praxis, 
2019; Emotionen im Feld – Gespräche zur Ethnographie, Primatographie und Reiseliteratur, 
2019), and big data. He is associate editor of Ethos (AAA) and book series co-editor of Social 
Science in Asia (Brill).

Paul Stoller has conducted anthropological research for 35 years. His early work concerned 
the religion of the Songhay people who live in the Republics of Niger and Mali. He focused 
primarily on magic, sorcery and spirit possession practices. Since 1992, Stoller has researched 
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with West African immigrants in New York City. Those studies have concerned such topics as 
the cultural dynamics of informal market economies and the politics of immigration. Stoller 
has published fifteen books, including ethnographies, biographies, memoirs, and two novels. 
In 1994 he was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship. In 2002, the American Anthropological 
Association awarded him the Robert B Textor Award for Excellence in Anthropology. In 2013, 
Dr. Stoller received the Anders Retzius Gold Medal in Anthropology (given once every three 
years by the King of Sweden). He lectures frequently both in the United States and Europe and 
has appeared on NPR and on the National Geographic Television Network.

David Syring is Professor of Anthropology at the University of Minnesota Duluth. His research, 
teaching, and community engagement includes cultures of place, the arts, participatory meth-
ods, plants in human cultures, regional food systems, and sustainability. Places in the World a 
Person Could Walk: Family, Stories, Home, and Place in the Texas Hill Country (University of 
Texas Press) was a Minnesota Book Award finalist. Since 2005 he has done fieldwork in 
Ecuador with indigenous community members in Tuncarta, Saraguro. This led to the book, 
With the Saraguros: The Blended Life in a Transnational World (University of Texas Press). He 
creates videos with Saraguro collaborators and others (https://www.youtube.com/user/profes-
sornmarion/playlists). He co-created (with Dr. Mitra Emad) the Participatory Media Lab@
UMD to teach research methods for community engagement and social change. His students 
produced Northern Roots: Growing Food in the Western Lake Superior Region (streamable on 
Vimeo). From 2015–2020 he served as lead Co-editor of Anthropology and Humanism.

Carolina A. Talavera  is a PhD candidate in the Joint UC Berkeley/UCSF Medical 
Anthropology Doctoral Program. Her research interests include austerity, affect, infra-
structure, race, gender, embodiment, postcoloniality and Europe. Her current research 
deals with the effects of austerity in London, and its impacts on health and wellbeing in 
the context of housing insecurity. Previous research in London explored the narratives of 
sex work and trafficking during the 2012 London Olympics.

Kari Telle is senior researcher at the Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI) in Bergen, Norway. As a 
social anthropologist with long-term research experience in Indonesia, her research spans 
various aspects of religion and religious change (Islam, Hinduism), including place and spir-
itual landscapes, state management of religion, religious minorities, secularism, blasphemy 
trials and the politics of religious freedom. Telle’s work also deals with the upsurge of militias 
and civilian security groups in Indonesia since 1998, with a focus on policing, violence, local 
justice, insecurity, and the interaction between state and non-state security providers. Telle is 
co-editor, with Bruce Kapferer and Annelin Eriksen, of Contemporary Religiosities: Emergent 
Socialities and the Post-Nation State (2010) and the special issues Does Anthropology Matter 
to Law ? (2018) and Performing the State (2016), with Jeremy J. Kingsley.

Rob Thorne’s combined musical and academic experience and skills are multitudinal. With 
over thirty years’ experience, he is a diverse and original explorer in the evolving journey of 
taonga puoro (traditional Māori instruments), fusing these ancient practices intelligently and 
sensitively within modern perspectives. His career has taken him to museums, universities and 
venues around the world, teaching and lecturing, presenting keynotes, collaborating and per-
forming. His Post Graduate Diploma research became a commissioned museum exhibition 
which woke many to the natural ease the instruments can be made and played, as too did his 
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Masters thesis, while his debut album Whāia te Māramatanga (Rattle Records, 2013) remains 
a stunning and very personal exploration of the spiritually healing and sonic qualities of a 
customary art. His ongoing commitment to decolonizing indigenous through his professional 
and personal practice is a life responsibility he takes very seriously.

Gabriela Vargas-Cetina  is Full Professor and Researcher at the Faculty of 
Anthropological Sciences of the Autonomous University of Yucatan, in Merida, Mexico. She 
has done research on different types of organizations in Alberta (Canada), Sardinia (Italy) 
and Chiapas and Yucatan (Mexico), and is now working with musicians in Andalusia (Spain). 
She is also interested in music, technology and spiritualism in the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries 
in Yucatan, Mexico, and generally in the arts in Yucatan. She is the author of Beautiful Politics 
of Music (U of Alabama Press, 2017) about trova music in Yucatan. She also edited 
Anthropology and the Politics of Representation (U of Alabama Press, 2013).

Sita Venkateswar is Programme Coordinator and Associate Professor in the Social Anthropology 
programme at Massey University. She is also Associate Director of the New Zealand India 
Research Institute. Her current research interests include regenerative and multispecies 
approaches to farming and food futures. She applies intersectional and decolonizing research 
methodologies within contemporary contexts of South Asia. Her books include Development 
and Ethnocide: Colonial Practices in the Andaman Islands; The Politics of Indigeneity: 
Dialogues and Reflections on Indigenous Activism; and Globalisation and the Challenges of 
Development in Contemporary India.

Hine Waitere is currently the Director of Te Āwheonui: the centre for Professional Learning 
and Development at Te Whare Wānanga o Awanuiārangi, an Indigenous Tertiary Institution in 
Aotearoa New Zealand. Her current research interests are grounded in developing culturally 
responsive and relational pedagogy in order to bring about change in educational outcomes for 
minoritised students. As a research activist she is committed to teaching practice based on 
critical consciousness and kaupapa Maori praxis; theory lead practice.

Lesley Jo Weaver is associate professor of biocultural medical anthropology and global health 
at the University of Oregon. She researches health, gender, and inequality in Brazil and India. 
Along with chapter coauthor Erik L. Peterson, Weaver cohosts the American Anthropological 
Association-sponsored podcast Speaking of Race, an interdisciplinary look at the history of 
scientific racism and its present-day impacts. Weaver’s first book, Sugar and Tension: Diabetes 
and Gender in Modern India (Rutgers, 2019), explored how women in North India cope the 
with the new challenges of chronic disease alongside rapidly changing gendered roles and life 
expectations. Her present research concerns how colonial administrators tested and refined 
scientific racist ideas on caste groups in India, and how contemporary women in South India 
express and cope with distress.

Rose Edith Wellman is an Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn. She focuses on the relationship between kinship, Islam, and nation-making in the 
modern Middle East and its diaspora. Wellman is the co-editor, with Todne Thomas and Asiya 
Malik, of New Directions in Spiritual Kinship: Sacred Ties across the Abrahamic Religions 
(2017). She is also the author of Feeding Iran: Shi’i Families and the Making of the Islamic 
Republic, to be published by the University of California Press in Spring 2021.
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Deborah Winslow,  Senior Scholar at the School for Advanced Research (Santa Fe, 
New  Mexico), is a cultural anthropologist (PhD Stanford University, 1982) who studies 
the emergence of social and economic systems over time and space. Her field research has been 
conducted in India, Guatemala, and, primarily, Sri Lanka. She is Professor of Anthropology 
Emerita at the University of New Hampshire and former Program Director for Cultural 
Anthropology at the National Science Foundation. She has published in professional journals, 
edited volumes, and encyclopedias, and co-edited two volumes, Economic Analysis beyond the 
Local System (1997) and Economy, Culture, and Civil War in Sri Lanka (2004). Her 2007 
paper, ‘The Village Clay: Innovation, Recursion, and Community in a Sri Lankan Village,’ 
received the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Northern Ireland’s Curl Essay 
Prize.

Leah Zani is a public anthropologist and poet writing on the social impact of war. She is the 
author of Bomb Children: Life in the Former Battlefields of Laos and Strike Patterns, 
both  books based on her fieldwork in the old battlefields of the Secret War in Laos. Two 
poems in Bomb Children won poetry awards from the Society for Humanistic Anthropology. 
Zani writes for the public and has presented her research on military waste to the United States 
Congress. Her articles and poems have appeared in American Anthropologist, Cultural 
Anthropology, Anthropology and Humanism, Environmental Humanities, Kenyon Review 
Online, Consequence, Los Angeles Review of Books and Tikkun, among others. She holds the 
Human Rights Seat on the Members’ Advocacy Committee (MPAAC) at the American 
Anthropological Association, where she co-wrote the Association’s Human Rights Statement 
and Human Rights Hub. She is the Poetry Editor at Anthropology and Humanism.
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E d y t a  R o s z k o

THE PLACE AND ROLE OF THE 
OCEANS IN THE WORLD’S HISTORY 
AND IN ANTHROPOLOGY

The oceans play an important role in the 
world’s cosmologies as a space where human 
life began, a narrative that is supported by the 
biological sciences (DeLoughrey, 2007: 20). 
Environmental historian John Gillis wrote 
that ‘the shore was not the last resort of 
humankind but the starting point of modern 
Homo sapiens’ (2012: 16). Archaeological 
and anthropological research provides fur-
ther evidence that fisher-hunter-gatherer 
economies were not limited to anatomically 
modern people, but extended at least as far 
back as the Neanderthals, who made exten-
sive use of coastal environments. As much as 
the ocean was a provider of essential nutri-
tion for humankind’s development, it was 
also a contact zone, not a barrier (Gillis, 
2012: 16). From the crumbs of extant genetic 
and botanical evidence we have learned that 
transoceanic voyages did not start with the 

15th-century European explorations, but 
with the ancient mariners whose canoes and 
kayaks sailed by the stars in the open ocean 
(Pretes, 2018: 134–45; Reid, 2015).

The pioneers of long-distance navi-
gation were Southeast Asian, known as 
Austronesian speakers, who more than 2,000 
years ago made the most remarkable voyages 
of discovery and settlement in all human his-
tory (Dening, 2007). Much less is known 
about the pre-Columbian seafarers who set-
tled by multiple arrivals in the Caribbean 
islands about 4000 BCE (Fitzpatrick, 2013). 
One thing, however, is certain: long before 
the Ming admiral Zhen He would reach 
the East African coast and Christopher 
Columbus would venture into the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Austronesian speakers had sailed 
as far as Easter Island in the Pacific Ocean 
and Madagascar in the Indian Ocean (Reid, 
2015: 63–4), and groups of Amerindian mari-
ners had ventured far beyond the continental 
lands to reach the Antilles. In Europe, the 
great navigators were the Vikings, who from 
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the 8th to the 11th century sailed across the 
North Atlantic, reaching as far south as North 
Africa and east to Russia, Constantinople, 
and the Middle East (Brink, 2008).

The examples above illustrate that from 
the earliest recorded history, seas and oceans 
served humankind as resource providers, 
navigation and transport surfaces, spaces for 
military adventures, and as ‘home’ to seafar-
ing nomadic groups (Dening, 2007; Gillis, 
2012; Stacey, 2007). In the modern era, 
which conventionally begins with European 
maritime seafaring across the Atlantic, seas 
and oceans have emerged as political, eco-
nomic, and legal spaces shaped by new 
shipping technologies (see Khaili, 2020). In 
the longer run, these emergent technologies 
accelerated the extraction of living and non-
living resources from marine areas and the 
ocean floor. This development was first facil-
itated by the rise of the continental nation-
state in the 19th century, which defined the 
coast as one of its most significant bounda-
ries (Gillis, 2018: 110). Once treated as if it 
were land and projected as a discrete line on 
the cartographic grid, the coast and its diverse 
landforms – harbours, estuaries, peninsulas, 
islands, and the like – became the property of 
the state and, subsequently, of private owners 
(Gillis, 2018: 109–12).

Environmental studies scholars have 
warned us that ‘anthropocentric notions that 
draw lines too sharply obscure the inter-
connectivity of land and sea’ (Gillis, 2018: 
111), and thereby falsely perpetuate the view 
that the ocean is immutable and immune to 
human activities. In the 21st century, rising 
sea levels, plastic pollution, depletion of fish 
stocks, and ocean acidification are being 
recorded at an unprecedented scale, pushing 
thousands of people who depend on marine 
resources for their livelihoods out of the 
coastal areas. These environmental and soci-
etal processes are aggravated by maritime 
disputes, militarization, illegal fishing, and 
deep-sea mining, which turn seas and oceans 
from zones of connection into zones of con-
flict. More than ever before, anthropologists 

are addressing these multiple challenges, 
which call for a better understanding of 
the connections, motivations, and patterns 
behind human actions and their impact on 
the ocean spaces.

As recognition grows of the sea as a geo-
political and economic, arena and a space 
sustaining marine life and maritime liveli-
hoods, a subfield of maritime anthropology 
is taking shape which considers not only the 
political, economic and cultural arrange-
ments surrounding seas and oceans, but also 
their bio-physical conditions and the agency 
of human and non-human species and objects 
in oceanic spaces. Maritime refers here to 
human seaborne activities and practices (e.g., 
seafaring, seaborne trade, and coastal dwell-
ing) that usually take place on the sea sur-
face but of course involve connections with 
the land. Marine denotes the organic life and 
inorganic materials and movements under 
the sea surface (on which maritime objects 
float, drift, and move), involving non-human 
life in and maritime extraction of resources 
from the sea. This chapter explores the ongo-
ing tension between the marine and maritime 
dimensions in the subdiscipline of maritime 
anthropology and the emerging conceptual-
ization of the ocean as a site and subject of 
scientific investigation and theorization. It 
does so by covering old and new approaches 
to fishing societies; phenomenologies of the 
sea and human–nature relations; and concep-
tualizations of the ocean as a unit of analysis 
and a methodological tool to think beyond 
the landlocked nation-state and beyond terra 
firma, or as a zone of transregional and trans-
national connections. The last section of the 
chapter addresses the pressing issue of the 
so-called ‘blue economies’ and its interrela-
tion with the notion of mare liberum. I con-
clude the chapter by pointing toward future 
research directions in maritime anthropology 
and the potential of the subdiscipline to shape 
and intervene in theoretical debates across 
the social sciences, not despite but because of 
anthropology’s ethnographically and histori-
cally grounded qualitative approach. I show 
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that by investigating competing political and 
economic interests at play in ocean gover-
nance and the construction of ocean knowl-
edge, the newly emerging field of maritime 
anthropology can productively contribute to 
‘ocean literacy,’ briefly defined by UNESCO 
(2020) as ‘the understanding of human influ-
ence on the ocean and the ocean influence 
on humans.’ Thus, an anthropology of the 
marine environment can be combined with 
a focus on maritime connections and move-
ments of humans and their interactions with 
the ocean, conceiving of the marine ecology 
as a space of anthropogenic interference with 
natural processes. The chapter shows that 
maritime anthropology is an important vector 
in global connections and globalization, both 
historically and in the present day.

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF 
MARITIME ANTHROPOLOGY

Historically, maritime anthropology was 
defined as the study of human groups and 
their seaborne practices, primarily of fishing 
settlements that entirely or partly derived 
their livelihoods from the coastal environ-
ment (Prieto, 2016). Apart from fishing, 
these groups could engage in part-time farm-
ing, trading, and crafting, depending on the 
available technology and resources on both 
land and sea (Prieto, 2016: 19). We could say 
that maritime anthropology, with its strong 
emphasis on the exploitation of the coastal 
environment, emerged as a separate subfield 
of anthropology in response to the inability 
of land-oriented studies to grasp analytically 
the distinctive seaborne and sea-oriented 
human experience. Yet, the study of the sea 
and its role in coastal societies has been 
modest since the foundation of anthropology 
as an academic discipline. This was because 
anthropology – more than any other social 
science – tends to localize societies by imag-
ining them in terms of specific places and 
cultures. From this perspective, the 

uninhabitable (for humans) oceans and seas 
appeared as empty spaces, external to the 
static land territories, states, and societies 
(Steinberg, 2017).

While it is true that early anthropological 
investigations outside of Europe were ena-
bled by sea voyages, the seas and oceans were 
seen almost exclusively through the lens of 
the land (e.g., Firth, 1936, 1946; Malinowski, 
1922, 1935; Mead, 1975[1928]). In this ini-
tial stage, Western explorers’ and ethnogra-
phers’ romantic fascination with nomadic sea 
cultures in the 19th and early 20th century 
went hand in hand with nostalgia for innocent 
natives and disdain for corrupt ‘white civili-
zation’ (Gaynor, 2016: 157). It comes as no 
surprise that the founding fathers and moth-
ers of maritime anthropology and especially 
its oceanic branch – Bronislaw Malinowski 
(1884–1942), Raymond Firth (1901–2000), and 
Margaret Mead (1901–78) – sought to describe 
indigenous peoples in their ‘natural envi-
ronment.’ Despite the fact that these ethno-
graphic endeavors provided intimate details 
of everyday life, the early anthropological 
depictions relegated indigenous maritime 
peoples to the primitive past, contributing to 
the view of islands and their inhabitants as 
isolated and remote.

While the ensuing generations of mari-
time anthropologists were trained in the 
themes favored by British functionalists or 
North American evolutionary anthropolo-
gists, some of them started to include mari-
time history, material culture, and cultural 
ecology (Dening, 1980, 2004; Prins, 1965), 
power and agency (Sahlins, 1985), or net-
works (Barnes, 1954) in their studies of 
kinship and social structure. Still, maritime 
anthropology functioned mainly as a com-
parative study of fishing communities and 
coast dwellers whose cultures and social 
organization were shaped by their familiarity 
with the marine environment, differentiating 
them from exclusively land-oriented socie-
ties such as farmers and hunter-gatherers 
(Firth, 1936, 1946; Hewes, 1948; Serjeant, 
1995; Yesner, 1980).

BK-SAGE-PEDERSEN_CLIGGETT-200588-Chp17.indd   313 18/02/21   4:58 PM



The SAGE Handbook of Cultural Anthropology314

The full-fledged institutionalization of 
maritime anthropology as a subdiscipline 
took place in the 1970s through the devel-
opment of maritime research groups across 
North America and Europe and with the 
founding of specialist journals, with MAST 
(now Maritime Studies) at the forefront 
(Pauwelussen, 2017: 20). This trend was fol-
lowed by a new emphasis on ecological and 
environmental factors. The distinctive experi-
ence of life at sea was extended to the marine 
dimension, particularly to the way coastal 
people deal practically with the biological 
and physical conditions of the sea. By pro-
posing marine ethnology – at times called 
marine anthropology and loosely defined 
as ‘the study of all biological, biocultural, 
and cultural phenomena or facts concerning 
human activities directly or indirectly con-
nected with the sea’ (Kishigami and Savelle, 
2005: 2) – its main protagonist, Asahitarō 
Nishimura, hoped to foreground a cultural 
ecology approach in the examination of 
fishing communities (Chiaramonte, 1975). 
If maritime anthropology was interested in 
a wide range of topics, including naviga-
tion, vernacular knowledge, seafood culture, 
trade, customary law related to fishing, and 
resource management and values, marine 
ethnology sought to narrow its focus to the 
environment and its connection with the tech-
nological development of fishing techniques 
and equipment, and with property rights to 
fishing gear and grounds.

It was not until the 2000s that Oxford-
trained anthropologist Akifumi Iwabuchi 
tried once again to clarify marine anthro-
pology. Iwabuchi (2012) proposed marine 
anthropology as a subfield composed of 
‘maritime anthropology,’ which denoted a 
discipline more oriented to land and nauti-
cal history, and ‘marine culturology,’ which 
focused on human adaptation to the marine 
environment. From this perspective, marine 
anthropology represented a more holistic 
or transdisciplinary approach that included 
new themes such as underwater cultural 
heritage, maritime art, and shipwrecks and 

human remains from the First and Second 
World Wars. Despite gaining some legiti-
macy in Japan, marine anthropology never 
really materialized as a globally recognized 
field independent of maritime anthropology 
(Nishimura, 1975: 365). Nevertheless, what 
becomes clear in the process is that whatever 
research developments we might identify in 
‘non-terrestrial’ anthropology tend to revolve 
around the dialectical relationship between 
maritime and marine, while alternately con-
testing, rejecting, or reaffirming the empiri-
cal and analytical connection or division 
between the binary pairs of land–sea and 
nature–culture.

THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF FISHERIES: 
SUBSISTENCE, THE ‘MANAGERIAL’ 
TURN, AND MOBILITY

Early anthropological literature on fisheries 
was primarily concerned with how humans 
make a living by adapting to the coastal envi-
ronment (Barth, 1966; Firth, 1936, 1946; 
Hewes, 1948; Leap, 1977; Löfgren, 1979; 
Sather, 1997; Smith, 1977). Anthropologists 
noted long ago that ‘the most common strat-
egy used by fishermen to adapt to uncertainty 
[of the sea environment] is to combine occu-
pations’ or ‘to switch between different fish-
eries over the course of the annual round’ 
(Acheson, 1981: 292). This was mainly in 
reference to subsistence economies such as 
farming or inshore and offshore forms of 
fishing, and was usually analysed as separate 
from other domains.

With the industrialization of commercial 
fisheries in the 1970s, maritime anthropolo-
gists shifted their focus from subsistence 
economies to fishing rights, fisheries man-
agement, and markets (see, e.g., McCay, 
1978; Poggie, 1978). These interests were 
partly initiated by the growing concern 
among marine scientists about the depletion 
of fish stocks and the deteriorating oceanic 
ecosystems, both of which were believed 
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to be a direct consequence of the open and 
unregulated commons, the so-called ‘tragedy 
of the commons’ (Hardin, 1968). The percep-
tion of the seas and oceans as an unregulated, 
free-for-all commons and, thus, at risk of 
abuse, prompted economists to view the fish-
ery sector as in urgent need of a market-based 
solution to ensure proper control over access, 
sustainability, and governance (Pálsson, 
2015; Roberts, 2007).

A major turning point in the relationship 
between humans and oceans was 1982, when 
the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea established the 200-nautical-mile 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ), which 
allowed states to nationalize and subsequently 
privatize marine resources under various 
ocean management schemes. The creation of 
a new legal framework to govern oceans led 
to the development of a more policy-oriented 
maritime scholarship that was largely domi-
nated by insights from the natural sciences 
and economic theory, with the aim of more 
efficiently managing national fisheries. For 
instance, first introduced in New Zealand 
in 1986 as a national policy, the Individual 
Transferable Quota (ITQ) system became a 
widely accepted mode of fishery manage-
ment globally (McCormack and Barclay, 
2013). In a nutshell, ITQ stands for an allow-
able harvest level set to achieve maximum 
sustainable yield in fisheries (Young et  al., 
2018). A species-specific catch share of the 
total yield is allocated to the individual, who 
can buy, sell, or lease it in various types of 
markets. This transferability is the main char-
acteristic of ITQs (Young et al., 2018: 9066).

Like many other managerial innovations 
in the fishing industry, the ITQ system was 
founded on ‘an innate optimism and trust in 
experts’ ability to translate unruly fish, fisher 
folk and technologies into abstract objects 
that could be ordered and managed through 
the application of economic rationality and 
mathematical models’ (Smith and Basurto, 
2019: 2; see also Johnsen et al., 2009). Most 
of these techniques, however, were designed 
for industrial fisheries, and it soon became 

apparent that any attempt to extend them to 
so-called small-scale fisheries (SSF) resulted 
in ‘repeated failures both in terms of ecologi-
cal and social outcomes’ (Smith and Basurto, 
2019: 2). One of the reasons was that many 
of the fishery management modes ignored 
the longstanding local institutions of fisher-
ies governance and sea tenure in SSF, which 
were considered non-scientific, backwards 
practices with ‘no place in the modern recon-
figuration of fisheries science and manage-
ment’ (Smith and Basurto, 2019: 3).

In that changing context another approach 
emerged, leading maritime anthropologists to 
bring the importance and value of social sci-
ence insights into the formulation of marine 
policy. Marine policy was loosely defined as 
institutional arrangements for conflict reso-
lution, as well as for the management and 
regulation of marine activities and conserva-
tion and use of marine resources (Acheson 
et  al., 2015; Barclay et  al., 2017; Bavinck, 
2001; Jentoft and McCay, 1995). By focus-
ing on property rights and resource manage-
ment rather than on self-contained fishing 
communities, anthropologists ‘carved an 
important professional niche for themselves 
in administration, development and govern-
ance’ (Pálsson, 2015: 229). For example, in 
the United States, a number of anthropolo-
gists were involved in fisheries work in the 
National Marine Fisheries Service, National 
Park Service, or National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration, just to men-
tion a few relevant agencies (Parades, 2012: 
179). While anthropological analyses and 
ethnographic insights demonstrated their 
usefulness in charting alternative regimes of 
resource use or settling disputes related to 
rights and access (Pálsson, 2015: 229), this 
managerial turn in maritime anthropology 
spurred a growing criticism within the disci-
pline itself, namely that most of the debates 
on marine issues were ‘framed primarily 
through a policy-oriented lens,’ treating fish-
ing communities as homogeneous and undif-
ferentiated (Campling et  al., 2012: 178; see 
also Bavinck et  al., 2018; De Alessi, 2012; 
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McCay, 1978; McGoodwin, 1990). While the 
previous cohort of maritime anthropologists 
exclusively interrogated the implementa-
tion of natural resource and fishery man-
agement models that marine scientists and 
policy-makers advocated, a new generation 
of anthropologists went one step further by 
questioning the models and policies them-
selves (Delaney and Hastie, 2007; Fabinyi 
et  al., 2017; Moore, 2012). Their critiques 
opened the debate on the perceived ‘inevita-
bility’ of privatization and neoliberal policies 
with regard to oceans and fisheries that were 
largely propagated and initiated by econo-
mists and politicians (Fabinyi, 2012; Fabinyi 
et al., 2014; McCormack, 2017).

Meanwhile, another strand of maritime 
anthropology searched for clues about the 
nature of fishers’ engagement with the sea 
and how their local and professional iden-
tities are constructed within larger social 
and environmental contexts. Moving away 
from marine management, this group of 
maritime anthropologists paid more atten-
tion to maritime phenomena such as fish-
ers’ knowledge of the sea, trade networks, 
and cultural exchanges that were largely 
neglected by management-oriented maritime 
anthropologists (Bestor, 2004; Chou, 2006, 
2010; Gaynor, 2016; Pálsson, 1994; Roszko, 
2020a; Spyer, 2000; Stacey, 2007). Taking 
a more reflexive approach to maritime bor-
ders and ocean management, these anthro-
pologists emphasized that the sea and fishers 
became subject to modern state territoriality 
as defined by cartography (Roszko, 2015; 
Stacey, 2007; Stacey and Allison, 2019).

Other developments in maritime anthro-
pology focused attention on fishers’ 
mobility, combining elements of politi-
cal anthropology and the anthropology of 
migration. For example, fishers’ mobility in 
relation to crossing borders and conserva-
tion agendas often depends on vernacular 
knowledge of maritime geography and eth-
nic and trading networks (Adhuri and Visser, 
2007; Chou, 2006; Hviding, 1996; Roszko, 
2017; Stacey, 2007; Spyer, 2000), including 

changing ecologies and patterns of labor 
(Gaynor, 2016; Prescott et al., 2017; Stacey 
et al., 2012). Antje Missbach (2016: 764) has 
shown that Indonesian fishers often use their 
maritime expertise to engage in trespassing 
into foreign waters and human trafficking. 
Hans Lucht (2012) draws attention to the 
structural marginalization of local fisheries, 
arguing that the depletion of fish stocks and 
the disintegration of traditional marine liveli-
hoods (largely caused by EU fishing fleets) 
led fishermen in Ghana to look for alterna-
tive livelihoods within a globalizing context 
– for example, by trafficking migrants across 
the Mediterranean. There are also schol-
arly accounts of impoverished Indonesian, 
Moroccan, Tunisian, and Senegalese fishers 
being drawn into people smuggling and traf-
ficking after their jobs in the fishing industry 
disappeared (see Fox, 2009; Hallaire, 2015, 
2017; Missbach, 2016; Van Liempt and 
Sersli, 2013). In contrast to earlier maritime 
anthropology that focused on isolated fish-
ing communities and their adaptation to the 
coastal environment, the present-day mari-
time anthropology has redefined its interests 
and focuses on how fishers construct their 
occupational identities and how they posi-
tion themselves within an advanced capitalist 
context in order to navigate not just the seas, 
but also volatile markets and territorial sover-
eignties (Sather, 1997).

TOWARD AN ANTHROPOLOGY OF 
THE MORE-THAN-HUMAN

Departing from the historical tendency to 
focus exclusively on terrestrial spaces and 
bounded communities, the post-1990 ‘oce-
anic turn’ in the social sciences began to 
bridge the divide between land and sea and 
between humanity and nature. Scholars began 
to seek a better understanding of how the 
biological and physical conditions of the sea, 
as well as the non-human or more-than-
human life of the ocean, play out as social, 
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political, and economic forces (Bear, 2013; 
DeLoughrey, 2019; Peters and Steinberg, 
2019; Steinberg and Peters, 2015). This 
approach thrived particularly in geography, 
but a number of anthropologists also adopted 
it (Helmreich, 2009; McCormack, 2020). 
Championing not just maritime but, above all, 
oceanic anthropology, Stefan Helmreich 
(2009) took a radical turn to the ocean, 
exploring marine microbes, deep seas, and 
the ocean floor outside of the scope of 
national sovereignty. Bringing attention to 
anthropogenic activity, oceanic anthropology 
thus puts a new emphasis on the interconnec-
tions of human and natural processes affect-
ing the oceans from historical, contemporary, 
and future-oriented perspectives. According 
to Helmreich, this human–nature intercon-
nectedness is manifest in two seemingly 
contradictory perceptions of the ocean: the 
ocean as a space domesticated by humans, 
and the ocean as a space that cannot be tamed 
or controlled (Helmreich, 2009).

According to the first perception, the 
oceans, with their complex life forms and 
food webs supporting diverse ecosystems, 
have been domesticated by humans, who are 
now extending their efforts to conquer the last 
frontier, which is the ocean floor. Contrary 
to this vision of the ocean as a great fron-
tier to be domesticated, the ocean has also 
been seen as an ‘alien’ domain, inaccessible 
to direct and unmediated human encounter. 
For example, the inconclusive search for 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370, which disap-
peared on 8 March 2014 while flying from 
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing, clearly showed 
that we know more about the surface of the 
moon and even Mars than we do about the 
ocean floor.1 Indeed, the ocean floor remains 
the last and largest unexplored place on earth. 
In Helmreich’s words, ‘[t]he alien appears 
in descriptions of the lifestyles of deep-sea, 
heat-loving and methane-eating microbes’ 
(2009: xi). By proposing a conceptualization 
of the ocean as a ‘theory machine’ that gener-
ates insights into how oceanographers, politi-
cians, deep-water drilling operators, seabed 

exploration firms, citizens, NGOs, and other 
actors operate, Helmreich pushes the disci-
plinary boundaries of ‘maritime and oceanic’ 
anthropology to include marine dimensions 
and global concerns.

Meanwhile, other anthropologists con-
tinue to debate the human–nature division, 
arguing that the two are equally valid worlds 
that refer to different experiences of ‘being’ 
in the world. Gísli Pálsson (2016: 150) pro-
posed the ‘paradigm of communalism,’ 
which rejects the radical separation of nature 
and society and instead emphasizes the reci-
procity of human–environmental relations, 
involving both exchange and extraction based 
on close, personal relationships. Influenced 
by Tim Ingold’s rejection of binaries such as 
‘nature and culture,’ ‘terrestrial and marine,’ 
and ‘animate and inanimate,’ Tanya King 
and Gary Robinson (2019: 4) problematize 
the imagined and idealized marine spaces 
in which humans are absent. Bringing 
together both ethnographic and archaeo-
logical research, King and Robinson explore 
the ways in which people have long made 
themselves at home at sea. This echoes the 
approach of Epeli Hau’ofa (2008), who turns 
to the ocean as a space of geographical and 
ontological unity rather than national unity. 
Hau’ofa encourages a more inclusive sense 
of identity around the idea of ‘sea of islands,’ 
which ‘destabilizes the conflation of indig-
enous islander with static land’ and denotes 
a common heritage generated by ancient 
and contemporary transoceanic movements 
(DeLoughrey, 2007: 25). Instead of seeing 
the islands of Oceania as separate national 
entities, his collection of essays, fiction, and 
poetry, titled We are the Ocean (2008), advo-
cates alternative notions of belonging outside 
of and beyond the terrestrial bias and national 
grid. Deeply concerned about the environ-
ment, Hau’ofa postulates that Pacific peo-
ples can and should play an important role 
as custodians of the ocean. In this regard, 
Hau’ofa might be considered a precursor to 
UNESCO’s (2020) Ocean Literacy for All 
and one of its fundamental principles, namely, 
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that the ocean and humans are inextricably 
connected and that without a healthy ocean 
our life on Earth would become impossible.

MARITIME CONNECTIVITY: TOWARD 
THE RECONCEPTUALIZATION OF 
REGIONS

It was historians rather than anthropologists 
who conceptualized the sea as a unifying and 
integrating factor, beginning with the work 
of Fernand Braudel (1972) on the 
Mediterranean as a common historical and 
cultural space. Others, most notably Denys 
Lombard (2007) and Heather Sutherland 
(2003), followed Braudel’s argument,  
showing that the ocean could be a unit of 
analysis and a methodological tool. For 
example, Sutherland (2003) looked at the 
Mediterranean as a model for understanding 
Southeast Asia. According to this model, dif-
ferent regions of Asia – including southern 
and southeastern China and Southeast Asia –  
are connected across the South China Sea 
(Sutherland, 2003: 14). Sutherland shows 
that the seductive power of the Mediterranean 
analogy lies in its liberation from the ‘politi-
cal borders’ concept, opening a new space to 
explore connections and borrowings, conti-
nuity and change beyond the imposed 
national boundaries (2003: 17). In that 
respect, Braudel’s seminal work gave a new 
impetus to scholars to shift their focus from 
the national scale to a broader regional per-
spective. This trend was particularly promi-
nent among those historians specializing in 
Indonesia and Sino-Southeast Asian interac-
tions, who started to highlight the signifi-
cance of maritime trading connections and 
networks spanning the region that Anthony 
Reid called the ‘Malay World’ (Reid, 1988, 
1993, 1999; see also Gaynor, 2016; Lombard, 
2007; Lombard and Aubin, 2000; Spyer, 
2000; Warren, 1981).

Besides the Malay World, the ‘Indian 
Ocean World’ – a concept coined by Gwyn 

Campbell (2019) – has attracted great atten-
tion among both historians and historical 
anthropologists. Here, the Indian Ocean 
World is a ‘transnational and oceanic’ unit of 
analysis, allowing for transregional, compar-
ative, and subaltern approaches (Burton et al., 
2013; Hofmeyr, 2012). It has been studied as 
a zone of ‘transregional connections’ (Ho, 
2004), as ‘connectivity in motion’ (Schnepel 
and Alpers, 2018), and for its ‘encounters 
at sea’ (Dua, 2016, 2019a). For instance, in 
The Graves of Tarim, Engseng Ho (2006) 
narrates trans-Indian Ocean kinship net-
works formed by transnational exchanges 
that enabled Hadrami Yemeni descendants of 
the Prophet Muhammad to settle in Arabia, 
India, and Southeast Asia and become locals 
while remaining cosmopolitans with vibrant 
connections across the ocean. Ho offers an 
approach that shifts our focus away from 
unitary models such as national histories and 
area studies, as well as from colonial histo-
ries of expansion, seaborne migration, and 
settled diasporas, and toward more fluid con-
nections that span the Indian Ocean World 
and the Malay World, building on longstand-
ing patterns of movement among people who 
had always been mobile. In the same strain of 
research but from a different angle, Burkhard 
Schnepel and Edward Alpers (2018) take 
a closer look at small African islands and 
their role in histories, maritime exchanges, 
and networks across the Indian Ocean. Often 
functioning as hybrid spaces where colonial-
ism, migration history, forced labor and net-
working merge, islands appear as co-products 
of geographical and historical contingency. 
Neither peripheral nor marginal, islands exist 
as important nodal points connecting and dis-
connecting histories and people.

Many threads of anthropological thought 
about the ocean and connectivity cannot 
be dissected without invoking the seminal 
works of scholarly giants such as historian 
Paul Gilroy and anthropologist Michel-
Rolph Trouillot. While Gilroy (1993) uses 
the ‘Black Atlantic’ as an analytical frame 
to challenge Eurocentric narratives of 
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modernity and national identity grounded in 
a European continental pedigree, Trouillot 
(2002) proposes the term ‘North Atlantic’ 
to mark dominant parts of Western histories 
and geographical imaginaries that became 
hegemonic on a universal scale. By concep-
tualizing the Atlantic Ocean as the ‘Black 
Atlantic’ – a transnationally and culturally 
constructed space – Gilroy rejects an overly 
close connection between culture, ethnicity, 
and nation, showing that African, American, 
Caribbean, and European worlds interacted 
and mutually constituted each other over time 
within a common oceanic space. From this 
perspective, the Atlantic Ocean rather than 
the African continent defines black diaspora 
nations. In that regard, Gilroy’s ‘modernity’ 
belongs to the same class of concepts that 
are labeled ‘North Atlantic universalities’ 
by Trouillot – ‘particulars that have gained a 
degree of universality, chunks of human his-
tory that have become historical standards 
[that] do not describe the world [but] offer 
visions of the world’ (2002: 220).

More self-aware of hierarchical genealo-
gies and vernacular histories – from which 
various universalized visions of the world 
spring – anthropologists have focused on 
transoceanic connections that take them 
away from relatively immobile categories 
(e.g., state, nation, region, society and com-
munity, maritime borders, EEZ regimes) 
toward a more processual approach high-
lighting various kinds of actions, interac-
tions, circulations, motions, and players (Ho, 
2006; Hoskins and Nguyen, 2014; Roszko, 
2017; Schnepel and Alpers, 2018). For exam-
ple, Janet Hoskins and Viet Thanh Nguyen 
(2014) propose a new research paradigm 
of ‘trans-Pacific connections,’ which tran-
scends the established binaries of West and 
East or Orientalism and Occidentalism. By 
taking a trans-Pacific turn, the authors fore-
ground diasporas (‘displaced people’) and 
transnationalism (‘movement of people and 
capital across national borders’) across oce-
anic space. In my own work, I take the South 
China Sea as a starting point to analyse how 

the historically recent understandings of ter-
ritoriality and sovereignty in Asia have been 
projected into the past, in spite of the com-
mon historical, cultural, and ethnic flows that 
always existed in the region (Roszko, 2017). 
My work thus challenges the land-based, 
immobile ethnic and national categories, 
showing how ethnicity is constructed and 
sustained through cosmopolitan economic 
networks and movements across the sea and 
wider oceanic spaces (Roszko, 2015, 2017, 
2019, 2020a).

To sum up, the theme of connectivity has 
been used by both historians and historically 
oriented anthropologists as a way to frame 
oceanic spaces as ‘multiply-crossed by multi-
scalar processes and forces’ (Duara, 2017: 
99) through which various regions, people, 
and goods can be conceptualized as constitut-
ing a dynamic, interconnected, and relational 
field (Ho, 2006; Hofmeyr, 2012; Vink, 2007). 
Marking a new tendency in maritime anthro-
pology, the frameworks of the trans-Indian, 
trans-Pacific, and trans-Oceanic connections 
go beyond methodological nationalism, area 
studies (Beck, 2007; Wimmer and Glick 
Schiller, 2002), and the land-based imagi-
nary that has been applied to ocean spaces. 
It reminds us that the present ‘maritime ter-
ritorialisation’ (Roszko, 2015), as embodied 
in its most globalized forms – ‘territorial 
waters’ (12 nautical miles outward from the 
coast into the sea) and EEZs (200 nautical 
miles out from the coast) – are contingent 
outcomes of historical processes.

Last but not least, taking the ocean’s fluidity 
as a model for rethinking static state borders 
and homogeneous ethnic and national histo-
ries as privileged units of analysis (Amrith, 
2013; Braudel, 1995; Chaudhuri, 1985; 
Hamashita, 2008; Ho, 2006; Tagliacozzo 
et  al., 2015) does not mean analytically 
obscuring the maritime borders that shore up 
nation-states. Quite the opposite: by explor-
ing the longstanding relationship between 
maritime enclosures, capitalistic accumula-
tion, and commons, maritime anthropolo-
gists are now in the position to show how 
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‘the old circulations in maritime zones have 
been appropriated and transformed by state 
and non-state actors to serve contemporary 
geopolitical claims’ (Roszko, 2017: 23). For 
example, historical presence and customary 
fishing rights of Chinese and Vietnamese 
fishers in the South China Sea have been 
used by their respective governments as a 
legal argument to claim territories at sea and 
to mark maritime borders.2 Another example 
of the nexus between old circulations and 
present-day economic and territorial aspira-
tions is China’s 21st-Century Maritime Silk 
Road initiative, which has emerged as ‘one of 
the axes of global trade based on [pre-nation-
state] connectivity and flows but punctuated 
by modern territorial claims that seek to con-
tract the world through strategic control over 
important nodal points, research, and people’ 
(Roszko, 2019: 176). As Laleh Khalili (2020) 
shows in her recent book Sinews of War and 
Trade, these nodal points – ports and ship-
ping – have become new battlegrounds of 
21st-century capitalism.

MARITIME LABOR AND GLOBAL 
CAPITALISM

A new emerging anthropological literature 
on maritime workers and the shipping indus-
try shows that anthropology has started to 
take an interest in understanding how mari-
time labor is mobilized, commodified, and 
trafficked, particularly in the context of neo-
liberal economies (S. Campbell, 2019; Das, 
2019; Derks, 2010; Dua, 2019a, 2019b). For 
example, taking a close look at migrant 
workers in Thailand’s fishing industry, 
Annuska Derks (2010) points out the para-
doxical relationship between the general 
perception of foreign workers’ mobility, 
which led to them being characterized as 
‘unruly,’ and the seemingly incompatible 
effort to extract the maximum value from 
their labor based precisely on that mobility. 
Derks (2010: 930) argues that the conflicting 

logic underpinning this relationship justifies 
the new legal regimes, thereby leading to 
people’s ‘subsequent immobilization.’

Approaching maritime workers from a dif-
ferent perspective, Stephen Campbell (2018, 
2019) focuses on the politics of informal 
labor and how the price of labor is driven 
down. By historicizing self-employed, 
unemployed, and debt-bonded fishers in the 
political economy of independent Burma, 
he shows continuity not only with the con-
temporary proliferation of informal, unfree, 
and unwaged labor, but also with the grow-
ing exploitation through wage labor that 
has become rampant in the industrial fisher-
ies along the Thai–Myanmar coastal border 
and the inland fisheries in Myanmar. In his 
examination of workers’ struggles for bet-
ter working conditions, he departs from ear-
lier historical idealistic views of maritime 
workers as a self-aware and organized class 
striving to free itself from harsh conditions 
and exploitation (Rediker, 1987). Instead, 
Campbell complicates economic relations in 
this capitalistic landscape by arguing that the 
self-styled ‘informal’ economy – often envi-
sioned as resistance but ultimately destined 
for extinction under processes of industrial 
modernization – is in fact bound up with capi-
talistic modes of operation and accumulation.

Using yet a different angle in their com-
parative analysis of captivity in the worlds of 
seafarers and pirates, Kevin Lewis O’Neill 
and Jatin Dua (2018) consider anew the com-
plex relations between violence and economy, 
affect and agency, bondage and freedom, and 
piracy and protection. They assert that the 
lines between hijacker and hijacked often dis-
solve, not just within the wider context of the 
capitalist economy, but also within socialities 
and intimacies that develop in situations of 
captivity between seemingly opposing mari-
time actors – seafarers and pirates (O’Neill 
and Dua, 2018: 13). Going beyond the nar-
rative of piracy as a confrontation between 
pirates and navy patrols, Dua (2019: 503) 
highlights a different kind of connectiv-
ity in ransom economies, namely between 
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‘[p]rotection, a promise to keep safe (includ-
ing from oneself), often through payment and 
violence’ to pirates or local authorities and 
neoliberal economies that rely on industries 
such as shipping or fishing. By proposing 
an anthropology of protection in the Indian 
Ocean, he challenges the categorical divides 
between legality and illegality, trade and 
finance, piracy and fishing, and piracy and 
counter-piracy, showing that they are deeply 
embedded in global capitalism. In that sense, 
piracy is a ‘highly professional enterprise, 
with technical experts performing at various 
levels and facilitating grey market econo-
mies that closely mimic legitimate practice’ 
(Biggs, 2017: 120).

While Dua foregrounds the economy of 
protection and the fuzzy boundaries between 
legality and illegality, Adrienne Mannov 
(2015) takes her global analysis of the inter-
national merchant seafarers and maritime 
piracy in another direction by considering the 
calculated economic risks and gains within 
the maritime industry. Her findings suggest 
that seafarers are more concerned about their 
potential exploitation and unequal positions 
within the maritime global supply chain than 
they are about the risk of being hijacked by 
pirates (Mannov, 2015: 17). Their preoccu-
pation with economic parity is fully justified 
if we consider the growing number of cases 
around the world where seafarers have been 
abandoned in ports far from home without 
fuel, food, and water, and without pay or 
the possibility of shore leave for months on 
end (see Dua, 2019b). Sadly, such abandon-
ment often happens when it is more profit-
able for shipowners to leave the seafarers 
and their vessels at sea without the necessary 
maintenance and support than it is to pay 
the workers their wages. While anthropolo-
gists’ new attention to ‘floating labor’ – be 
they fishers, seafarers, or pirates – mirrors 
a range of developments in the social sci-
ences and humanities (particularly in human 
geography, history, and literature), maritime 
anthropology provides a window to under-
standing the logic behind such inequalities 

and processes that intertwine the land and the 
sea with global economies at different tem-
poral and spatial scales.

POLITICS OF BLUE ECONOMIES

The belief that the high seas are not only 
open to all by natural law but also inexhaust-
ible to human activities goes back to the 
ancient Roman notion of mare liberum or 
‘free sea,’ a concept that was popularized by 
the Dutch jurist Hugo Grotius (1583–1645) 
and provided the foundation for the develop-
ment of the international law. For centuries, 
Grotius’ notion of mare liberum made it pos-
sible for European settlers, colonial courts, 
and governments to ignore local notions of 
sovereignty over marine areas and resources, 
be they of the Maori in the Pacific 
(McCormack, 2020), of sea nomads in 
Southeast Asia (Stacey, 2007), or indigenous 
peoples inhabiting the Arctic regions of 
Greenland, Canada, and Alaska (Hastrup, 
2019; Nuttall, 2019). As a result, the indige-
nous commons were subjected to exploita-
tion through the ‘capital-intensive, 
technology-driven and putatively “civilized” 
operation of labor introduced by Europeans’ 
(Roszko, 2020b: 115).

The Western geographical imaginary of 
the open sea – mare liberum – is an example 
of the kind of North Atlantic universalities 
that have come to dominate the discourse on 
a global scale (Trouillot, 2002). The idea of 
the ‘free sea’ shaped the mindset and actions 
of nations for centuries, subsequently leading 
to the unregulated exploitation of the envi-
ronment (Zacharias, 2019). In the long run, 
the ‘annexation of coastal seas by adjacent 
nations’ in the form of EEZs not only has not 
minimized the extraction and devastation of 
the marine environment, as it was presumably 
designed to do, but has actually exacerbated 
it (Zacharias, 2019: 147). The combination 
of increasing levels of pollutants in the ocean 
(e.g., plastics, pathogens, toxic substances, 
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nutrients, marine debris, hydrocarbons from 
spills, underwater noise, etc.) and overhar-
vesting has resulted in the loss and degra-
dation of marine habitats (Zacharias, 2019: 
152), thereby dispossessing those who 
depend most on the sea for their livelihoods.

The search for economic growth and profit 
and, simultaneously, efforts to conserve and 
restore ocean resources prompted the United 
Nations to advocate a ‘healthy ocean eco-
system ensured by sustainable farming and 
fishing operations as the precondition of blue 
growth.’3 The terms ‘blue growth’ and ‘blue 
economies’ have spurred a critical debate in 
the social sciences, where geographers were 
quick to point out that they provide cover for 
the widespread ‘ocean grabbing’ of marine 
and coastal resources that is taking place in 
the name of environmental protection and the 
needs of the poor (Barbesgaard, 2018; Hill, 
2017). For example, the marine protected 
areas (MPAs) that are being established all 
over the world combine conservation and 
ecotourism under the rubric of ‘blue econo-
mies’ but, in practice, exclude local commu-
nities, whose livelihoods strategies have often 
been labeled ‘uncivilized’ and ‘threatening’ 
to the environment (Stacey et al., 2012: 66; 
Voyer et  al., 2014). Drawing on insights 
from the social sciences, maritime anthro-
pologists bring to the fore the importance 
of the ‘traditional ecological knowledge’ of 
coastal peoples, which has rarely been taken 
into consideration in management and con-
servation projects and the so-called progres-
sive ‘blue economies’ agendas (Stacey et al., 
2012).

Pointing out the conflicts that are at the 
nexus of sustainability and extraction, the 
debates in maritime anthropology on sustain-
ability and blue economies further indicate 
that seas and oceans are emerging not just as 
arenas for maritime and marine governance 
but, above all, as a laboratory for various 
competing experiments that are increasingly 
bound up in neoliberal policies and the privat-
ization of ocean and sea spaces (McCormack, 
2017).

MARITIME ANTHROPOLOGY AS BOTH 
MARINE AND GLOBAL

Polar ice sheets in the Arctic Ocean and other 
parts of the High Arctic are melting, and the 
ocean level is rising, directly threatening the 
Pacific Island nations and other coastal coun-
tries, including Bangladesh, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, and the United States. Maritime 
anthropology has already provided us with 
insights into the potential of resilience to 
climate change by coastal and island com-
munities (Barrios, 2016), but there is more 
need for anthropology to consider how those 
communities have been adapting to the rising 
sea level, melting polar ice caps, and a grow-
ing number of climate-related natural 
disasters.

In 2015, all United Nations member states 
adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) ‘as a universal call to action to end 
poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all 
people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030.’4 
Goal 14, known as ‘Life Below Water,’ calls 
attention to the interconnectedness and inter-
dependence of the oceans and humans and the 
importance of both protecting and sustaina-
bly using the oceans. Anthropologists remain 
highly critical of the SDGs, arguing that the 
goals assume and impose a universalized 
notion of the ‘common good’ that distances 
‘development practice from the messiness 
of global and local political economic vicis-
situdes, the wars, conflicts, catastrophes, 
[and] … geopolitical realities’ (Salemink, 
2016: 21). Whereas Goal 14 aims to achieve 
more sustainable use and more responsible 
and effective governance of oceans and seas, 
anthropologists agree that ‘development 
thinking shares with religion a naïve belief 
in the possibility of the realization of utopian 
dreams’ (Salemink, 2016: 19). These criti-
cal voices indicate the potential for maritime 
anthropology to enter current debates to flesh 
out the precise connections, motivations, 
and actions that play out in the construc-
tion of the ocean as a political, social, and 
legal space. Initiatives such as the Too Big to 
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Ignore global research network and MARE: 
Centre for Maritime Research, and outreach 
platforms such as the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) Small-Scale Fisheries 
Congress 2018 and the 2020 United Nations 
Ocean Summit have introduced new ways to 
apply maritime anthropology to solve real-
world problems.5

This chapter thus shows that maritime 
anthropology is no longer a marginal or 
peripheral niche topic, but an important vec-
tor in global connections and globalization, 
both historically and to this day, when 95 
percent of global trade is transported over the 
seas and oceans and more than three billion 
people worldwide rely on the oceans for ani-
mal protein and income (Steinberg, 2009: 21). 
The works and trends presented here reflect a 
departure from the perception of the ocean as 
a void (a space of distance, a surface across 
which humans and goods travel) or as a space 
of resource extraction and exploitation, to the 
ocean as a domain intrinsically intertwined 
with humans. Steinberg (2017: 20) wrote that 
the ocean is a ‘space of society’ where social 
conflicts arise, but it is also a space shaped 
by these conflicts, whether they are over 
maritime borders, marine resources, oil and 
gas exploitation, mining for minerals, ship-
ping, plastics pollution, or coastal urbaniza-
tion. Consequently, maritime anthropology 
touches on maritime–marine and nature–cul-
ture dimensions and interactions that inevita-
bly produce planetary effects.

The social aspect of sea spaces brings me 
to my final point, namely, the importance of 
history in the conceptualization of the ocean. 
No longer can maritime anthropology be 
limited to marine management or localized 
coastal societies; rather, it needs to approach 
the ocean as an integrated space that is a 
product of historically contingent processes, 
often starting on the land but unfolding on 
the sea. Seemingly opposing binary concepts, 
such as maritime and marine or human and 
nature, are not sufficient to grasp the com-
plexity of these contingent outcomes, espe-
cially if they are analysed as separate and 

unconnected entities. The ocean constitutes 
a truly interdisciplinary field of understand-
ing that requires that present-day maritime 
anthropologists contemplate all dimensions, 
temporalities, and scales that the voluminous 
waters inexorably draw in to our shores and 
carry back out to sea.
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Notes

1 	 See ‘The Search for MH 370 Revealed Secrets of 
the Deep Ocean’ by Sarah Zhang, The Atlantic, 
March 10, 2017; available at www.theatlantic.
com/science/archive/2017/03/mh370-search-
ocean/518946/, accessed on January 1, 2020.

2 	 See Award under Annex VII to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea in the Mat-
ter of the South China Sea arbitration between 
the Republic of the Philippines and the People’s 
Republic of China, July 12, 2016; available at 
www.pcacases.com/web/view/7, accessed on 
April 15, 2020.

3 	 The 4th International Symposium on Fisheries 
Crime, October 15, 2019, UN City, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.

4 	 See ‘Sustainable Development Goals’, www.
undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-
development-goals.html, accessed on January 
10, 2020.

5 	 For Too Big to Ignore, see http://toobig-
toignore.net/; for MARE, see www.mare-
centre.nl/; for the FAO Small-Scale Fisheries 
Congress, see https://toobigtoignore.wixsite.com/ 
3wsfcongress; for the 2020 UN Ocean Summit, 
see www.un.org/en/conferences/ocean2020, all 
accessed on April 20, 2020.
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